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The  number  of  Deaths  during  the  year,  46,  is 
the  highest  I  have  record  of — the  nearest  approach 
being  41  in  1896.  Twelve — over  one  quarter — were 
upwards  of  70  years.  Death-Rat e=14 *2  per  1000 
per  annum — Last  year  an  exceptionally  low  rate  of 
9 '3  per  1000  per  annum  was  recorded. 

There  were  49  Births ,  only  3  more  than 
the  Deaths  and  only  1  more  than  the  lowest  1  have 
recorded  viz  :  48  in  1902.  Considering  the 

reputation  which  I  think  Iiawdon  has  now  established 
for  health,  neither  of  these  rates  can  be  looked 
upon  as  satisfactory.  As  regards  the  deaths  in 
addition  to  the  very  aged  included,  nearly  half 
the  total  occurred  in  January  and  December 
the  other  months  remaining  fairly  normal.  Certainly 
the  weather  with  the  long  summer  and  mild  early 
winter  cannot  be  held  responsible.  As  regards  the 
Births  for  some  years  the  rate  has  tended  steadily  to 
decline  as  unfortunately  is  the  case  in  other  parts  of 
the  country. 
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Thirty  cases  of  Tnfectiuos  Disease  were  reported 


Scarlet  Fever, 

- 

24. 

Enteric  Fever, 

- 

3. 

Diptheria, 

- 

3. 

Eighteen  of  these  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Mens  ton,  and  it  would  be  well 
if  parents  generally  in  the  township  were  better 
acquainted  with  the  advantages  gained  by  consenting 
to  the  removal  of  their  children.  In  Scarlet  Fever 
which  lias  been  of  late  so  prevalent,  in  addition  to 
the  nursing  and  care  bestowed  upon  them  during 
the  more  acute  stage,  there  is  not  that  irksome 
confinement  for  so  many  weeks  in  a  small  and  often 
ill-  ventilated  room  frequently  occupied  by  two,  three 
or  more  persons.  All  bedding  and  infected  clothing 
too  are  removed  with  patients  so  that  there  is  no  need 
for  the  destruction  of  the  many  articles  which,  when 
treatment  is  carried  out  at  home,  is  found  essential. 
In  January  the  National  School  was  closed  for  a, 
short  period  so  that  both  the  buildings  and  their 
contents  might  be  thoroughly  disinfected  and 
cleansed. 

From  the  Spring  quarter  onwards  both 
Measles  and  German  Measles  were  more  or  less 
prevalent.  This  latter  complaint,  which  has  not  been 
with  us  in  epidemic  form  for  at  any  rate  the  last  10 
years,  has  been  of  an  unusually  severe  type  and 
bearing  a  curious  resemblance  to  Scarlet  Fever  both 
during  its  course  and  in  some  of  its  sequelae. 
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There  have  been  a  few  cases  of  Chicken  Pox, 
and  as  usual  Influenza  was  prevalent  both  early  and 
late  in  the  year. 

I  am  pleased  to  note  one  great  improvement 
in  Cowsheds ,  viz  :  that  at  Carr’s  Farm — where  a 
large  well  ventilated,  well  lighted  and  well  drained 
building  stands  in  marked  contrast  to  the  old  sheds 
it  replaces,  these  latter  being  amongst  the  chief 
offenders  so  frequently  referred  to  in  these  reports. 

The  Slaughter  Houses ,  four  in  number,  are 
in  good  condition  and  kept  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  Water  Supply  continues  both  good  and 
plentiful.  Rumours  of  scarcity  were  abroad  during 
the  drought  but  it  remained  fairly  constant.  At  this 
time  the  private  supply  in  the  old  village  was  very 
inadequate,  owing  to  leakage  from  one  of  the 
reservoirs  but  since  the  summer  months  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  labour  has  remedied  this  and  in 
addition,  the  number  of  houses  supplied  has  been 
materially  reduced. 

WALTER  W.  CHAMBERLAIN, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Table  1.  FOR  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1905. 
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No.  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  from  each  locality.  Scarlet  Fever,  17,  Enteric  Fever,  1,  Total,  18. 

Isolation  Hospital — Menston. 


Table  4. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1904. 
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Sanitary  Requirements  of  District,  and  Suggestions  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

A  continuance  of  recent  improvements  in  conditon  of  Cowsheds. 

West  Hi  dine/  Sanitary  Harms,  No.  9. 

Supplementary  Tables  for  Annual  Reports , 

1-1-OG. 
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